
Malaspina Naturalist Club 
Annual General Meeting Minutes 

The Legion

Thursday, September 23, 2021


Call to Order:  Cindy Dalcourt opened the meeting at 7:03.


Present:  50 members physically present and 25 via zoom.


Adoption of Agenda:  Moved by Andrew Bryant and seconded by Tom 
Koleszar

Adoption of Minutes from October 22, 2020: Moved by Paul Clements 
and seconded by Heather Harbord

President’s Report: 

The directors of the club met more often than usual this past year via 
zoom or outdoors in order to deal with the challenges of keeping the club 
viable when our membership could not gather together for meetings due 
to COVID restrictions.  


We extended all 2019/20 paid memberships into 2020/21 and thank those 
who supported the club by paying for a membership renewal anyways or 
who joined the club as new members. 


We learned to “zoom” our monthly speakers which actually gave us a 
broader base of presenters and topics to pick from.  We averaged 
approximately 30 viewers monthly some with multiple people in the same 
household viewing together. 


We searched for a new meeting space and decided on the recently 
renovated downstairs Legion space.


We researched and discussed insurance options for the club and opted to 
join B.C. Nature which includes insurance along with other benefits to our 
members. 


We elected to raise the cost of our membership to help cover the cost of 
the new meeting space and the B.C. Nature membership. 




New banking arrangements were made so we can now conveniently e-
transfer funds for memberships and field trips to our treasurer.


When able we still held outdoor, physically distanced, small group field 
trips and successfully ran our popular Misty Isle and helicopter trips. 


I would like to thank the members of the Board of Directors, Field Trip and 
Speakers Committees and field trip leaders for their continued hard work 
and support as we all tried to navigate the ever changing COVID 
regulations and restrictions and still provide a program for our members. 		

Treasure’s Report: 

2021 
Reconciliation

Beginning 
Balance $6,854.61

Dues $1,460.00
Special trips $10,625.00
Deposit Return $50.00

subtotal $18,989.61

Transfer to 
Savings $3,000.00

Bank Fees $86.70
Misty Isles $5,421.74
Heli Tour $5,395.42



**Motion:  Elizabeth Tenhoeve motioned to adopt the treasurers report. 
Seconded by Heather Harbord. 	 	 	 	 	 	 Carried

Election of Officers:  
President:	 	 	 	 Cindy Dalcourt	 

Vice President:	 	 	 Tom Koleszar

Secretary:	 	 	 	 Lois Bridger	 

Treasurer:	 	 	 	 Paul Clements


Speakers $600.00
Web Page $453.35
Annual Return $40.00
Field Trip 
Honorarium $50.00

Subscription $21.00
Zoom $89.60
Niels Refund $30.00
Late adjustment 
FY2020 $30.00

Field trip 
Expenses $33.45

Subtotal $15,251.26

Closing Balance 
Current $3,738.35

Closing Balance 
Savings $3,004.57

Total Closing $6,742.92



Speaker’s & Field Trips:	 Nancy Pezel

Long field Trips:	 	 	 Heather Harbord

Webmaster:	 	 	 Andrew Bryant

Membership Messenger:	 Sherri Wretham

ORUG Liaison:	 	 	 David Bedry

Howard Bridger oversaw the nominations from the floor. As there were no 
additional nominations the names, as listed, have been acclaimed. 

Volunteers for 2020 - 2021: 

Speakers & Field Trips Committee: 
Nancy Pezel (chair); Tom Koleszar, Andrew Bryant, David Bedry, Cindy 
Dalcourt, Michael Stewart, Heather Harbord, Barbara Mallett, Pat Karis,

Young Naturalists:	 	 Janet May

Publicity:	 	 	 	 TBD

Recognition:	 	 	 Shirley Koleszar

Phone Caller:	 	 	 Bonnie Kent

Tea Volunteers:	 	 	 TBD

Technical/Set-up:	 	 Andrew Bryant

Election of Signing Officers: 
Heather Harbord, Paul Clements, Cindy Dalcourt and Sherri Wretham

**Motion:  Diane McKendrick motioned that the signing officers for the 
2021 - 2022 year be Heather Harbord, Paul Clements, Cindy Dalcourt and 
Sherri Wretham. Seconded by Cliff Cheung.	 	 	 	     Carried

Future Talks and Trips: 

Trips and Talks Summary 2020-21 

Covid restrictions limited our trips and talks early in the year so we took 
advantage of the slightly relaxed rules at the time and had 2 trips in the 
fall.




Sept - March Lake Old Growth highlighted some large yellow cedar and 
other high elevation species at a relatively low elevation and easily 
accessible location. 


Oct - A nice hike through Skookumchuck Narrows Park culminated at the 
Roland Point viewing area where we were able to see the flood tide forced 
through the narrows that form the Sechelt rapids.     


Based on numerous Executive meetings during the summer and fall of 
2020, Covid restrictions at the time, and a subsequent on-line survey of  
our members, the Executive decided to use Zoom to host guest speakers 


The Trips and Talks Committee held it’s first Zoom meeting in November 
and started developing the plan for the remainder of the year.  We were 
able to host some excellent speakers on Zoom. We are also very fortunate 
to have so many local experts that were willing to share their time and 
knowledge on our field trips.


Jan – Chris Mann presented us with a visually and technically interesting 
presentation on planets and especially exoplanets, describing what they 
are and how they are found and studied. This is a field of research that is 
still very young, but progressing rapidly.

   

Feb – From Alison Moran we learned about the species of hummingbirds 
we see in Powell River and how to differentiate between them.  

	 

Mar – We were able to learn about the Volcanoes, insects, birds and plants 
of Hawaii from local expert and ex-Powell River resident Fran Calvert.  


April – Juliet Pendray’s presentation on lichens showed us that lichens 
take many shapes and forms because they are organisms having complex 
mutualistic relationships between algae or cyanobacteria and filaments of 
multiple fungi species.  


April – A nice walk at Dinner Rock provided ample opportunities to see 
wildflowers in bloom. 


May – A great day in the area formerly known as  “Wildwood Bluffs” 
learning how to Bird by Ear.  Our 

members never get tired of this outing, this was number 10! 	 




May – Ken Marr told us about his research team’s New Discoveries from 
the Northern BC Alpine. Visiting as many different habitats as possible 
during their short field season, they collect 130-200 of the 400 species so 
far recorded in the area.  Orchids, yellow poppies, several louseworts, and 
purple gentians are among the many treasures they find.


 June – A nice hike to David Lam Falls via Blackwater Creek trail where the 
group learned how to identify several different kinds of ferns as well  as 
where they like to live and how they  propagate.


June – Another great Misty Isles trip to Desolation Sound


July – We had a nice relaxing afternoon at Lang Bay learning about beach 
life, finding many interesting 		 things in the sand, amongst the rocks, 
and in the tide pools.  We also found out a little bit about the nature of 
beach sands and how  they move and evolve.


July – The more adventuresome among us were able to explore Hernando 
reef on  the Misty Isles at a very low tide with naturalist George Sirk.  


August – Another great day was spent at Mitlenatch Island with the crew 
of the Misty Isles


August – The views were spectacular at the meadows between Ironface 
Peak and Mount Alfred.  After arriving by helicopter at this 1660 m 
elevation, the group spent some time learning about the geology and the 
flora of 	 the area before exploring the area on their own.


Thank you to all the hard working committee members, speakers, speaker 
coordinators, trip coordinators and trip leaders.  We couldn’t have done it 
without you!


Upcoming Trips  

Oct 16 – Mushroom Hunt for Beginners with Izi Loveluck


Oct 17 – Lang Creek Fish Hatchery and Native Plant Garden with David 
Bedry and Michael Stewart




Nov 14 – Coastal Waterbirds with David Bedry


Upcoming Speakers 

Oct 21 – 1946 Earthquake, presentation by Ryan Thoms, qathet Regional 
District


Nov 18 – The importance of Riparian Areas and how we can protect them, 
presentation by Bruce Nidle, RPBio, PGL Environmental Consultants  


If anyone is interested in joining our committee, or has suggestions for 
trips and speakers, please contact me. 


Membership reminder/update for 2021 - 2022: 
• Membership entitles you to attend physical meetings/speakers or online 

Zoom presentations when available. It is also a requirement for 
attending field trips. Members only, receive the twice monthly 
newsletters. 


• New venue and insurance costs (via BC Nature membership) require 
fees be increased to $30/person; a waiver is also now required. 


• Current health orders mean limited capacity, no tea service, masks and 
vaccination records required.


• Non-member drop in fee now $5; space preference given to members.


Meeting Adjourned
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